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Abstract

Despite the Electronic Age’s impact on libraries, blurring the lines between brick and mortar and the Web, the
value of collecting locally and regionally focused works remains high. Of equal importance is a deeper
understanding of the choices which local and regional institutions make when collecting information about
their geographical areas. As the use of bibliographies is critical to identifying resources for acquisition, this
initial study was accomplished by compiling holdings information in OCLC's WorldCat for titles listed in three
sections of the “North Carolina Bibliography” to gain insight into how North Carolina libraries are collecting
both North Carolina authors and state focused materials. This comparison will ascertain how widely held the
titles are by both academic and public libraries from across the state and worldwide.
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North Carolina sits directly in the path of many hurricanes that form in that Atlantic. Here's a look at the largest
hurricanes to hit the state. An eyewitness from the Wilmington area stated that "the wind blew so hard it stemmed
the Gulf Stream in its northern course and threw it on the shores. At 9 o'clock the flood came rolling in with great
impetuosity and in a short time the tide rose ten feet above the high water mark of the highest tide." 1769: A
hurricane struck the North Carolina Outer Banks in September. The colonial capital of the time (located in New Bern)
was almost completely destroyed. 1788: A hurricane made landfall on the Outer Banks and moved into Virginia.
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